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skins, and some seemed still more at home in a state of nature,
They had brought nothing for sale, but begged for biscuits and
old clothes. I parted with a wrench from a useful piece of calico,
in the interests of one of the infants, which was still in its primitive
condition; it was accepted, but with a howl of derision, which
I humbly felt was well merited when it was seen that the rival
baby was already wrapped in an old waistcoat given by the cook.
One of the Indians talked a little Spanish, and was understood to
say he was a Christian.

After dealing with them for a while we offered to tow them
home, an offer readily understood, and accepted without hesita-
tion.   It was a strange procession amid weird surroundings; the
sun had shown signs of coming out, but had thought better of
it and retreated, and we made our way over a grey sea, between
half-obscure cliffs in drizzling rain, taking keen note of our route
for fear of losing our way back.    Truly we seemed to have
- reached the uttermost ends of the earth.   The lead was taken
by that recent product of civilisation a motor-launch, containing
our two selves and our Glasgow socialist engineer ; then at the
. end of a rope came the dinghy, to be used for landing, the broad
back of one of our Devonshire seamen ma-king a marked object,
as he stood up in it to superintend the towing of the craft behind.
The two canoes followed, full of these most primitive specimens
of humanity, while the rear was brought up by a seal, which swam
after us for a mile or so, putting up its head at intervals to gaze
curiously at the scene.   S. had brought his gun, and as we
approached the camp thought it well to shoot a sea-bird, for the
double reason of showing that he was armed and giving a present
to our new friends.   The encampment was situated in a little
cove, and nothing could have been more picturesque.   In front
was a shingly beach, on which the two canoes were presently
drawn up, flanked, by low rocks covered with bright seaweed.
In the background was a mass of trees, shrubs, and creepers, which
almost concealed two wigwams, from one of which had issued the
smoke which attracted our notice (fig. 16).

We returned next morning to photograph and study the
..scene.   The size of the shelters, or tents, was about 12 feet by
9 feet, with, a height of some 5 feet.   They were formed by a
framework of rods set up in oval form, the tops of which were
er and interwoven, and strengthened by rods laid